
 Address (may just be a street or village name) 

 Name

 Age & sex

 Occupation (usually only the head of the household’s occupation is given)

 Whether born in the county (Y), elsewhere in England & Wales (N), in Scotland (S), in 
Ireland (I) or in “Foreign Parts” (F)

 No relation to the head of the household is given

 Parish, Ward, Parliamentary Borough and other administrative districts 

 Address (may just be a street or village name) 

 Name

 Relationship to the head of the household

 Condition - whether married, single/unmarried or widowed 

 Age & sex

 Occupation

 Whether employer, employed or unemployed (1891 onwards) 

 Where born – may be a parish and county, a city or a country, e.g. Scotland or Ireland

 Whether blind or deaf and dumb. (also “lunatic”, “imbecile” or “idiot” 1871 onwards only)

 Number of rooms with a window (1891 & 1901 only)



 Address (should be in the bottom right hand corner) 

 Name

 Relationship to the head of the household

 Condition - whether married, single/unmarried or widowed 

 Age & sex

 The number of years a woman has been married, number of children born to that 
marriage, number of children still alive and number of those who have died.

 Occupation & industry

 Whether employer, employed or unemployed 

 Where born – may be a parish and county, a city or a country, e.g. Scotland or Ireland

 Whether blind or deaf and dumb, “lunatic”, “imbecile” or “idiot”  

 Number of rooms (at the bottom of the page) 

 Names can be spelt wrongly – either by the enumerator or the indexer

 Ages as given can be wrong

 Middle names are often not noted 

 Places of birth may not be exact, or true! A person may have thought they were born in 
one place but just grew up there and were born somewhere else 

 Someone who is noted as being married may not be 

 People may have given their middle name as their first name if they were known by that 
name 

 People may not be where you expect them to be – they could be visiting friends or 
relatives on the night of the census. They might even be in hospital or jail! 

E. Higgs Making Sense of the Census (Public Record Office). Various editions are available. 

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/

