
Gloucestershire Archives  

Belonging – about the project 

Project Purpose 

As part of ‘For the Record’ the Belonging project will be a partnership between Gloucestershire Archives and local 
schools. It will use relevant original archives spanning 300 years as the inspiration for exploring issues of identity and 
family. The project will aim to demonstrate how learning from archives can contribute to pupil 
attainment/enjoyment as part of their cultural entitlement. 
 

Project objectives 
• Increase demand for archive learning from young people  
• Work collaboratively through resource development to build closer working relations with project partners  
• Implement skills development and mentoring for archive staff essential to working with local school children 
 and will include pupil premium children.   
• Explore how archive resources can contribute to young people’s enjoyment and attainment  
• Enhance children’s key skills e.g. research, investigation, and communication  
• Facilitate a sense of ownership of the project for all partners  
• Develop resources and share acquired skills  
 

Project overview 
Gloucestershire Archives has an extensive collection of historic documents relating to children and the 

changes/developments of family structures e.g. parish records show how overseers of the poor helped to set up 

apprenticeships for pauper/orphan children and distribute clothing, the 1800s Boards of Guardians [of the Poor] 

records show children entering and leaving workhouses, being boarded out or sent overseas (assisted emigration), 

and charity and prison records tell of other challenging circumstances that children found themselves in. The 

‘Belonging’ project will help children use these records to develop an understanding of the experiences of children 

and the composition of extended and nuclear families throughout the past 300 years – and provide opportunities for 

personal expression. It will also link to on-going work with children about their own life stories and the importance 

of preserving them for the future. ‘Belonging’ will give children the opportunity to generate creative links between 

the past and the present, to become more aware of how this experience is documented and to learn how archive 

services make this accessible. As the archive material was rooted in the local area, there is a real chance to 

reinvigorate young people’s concept of citizenship and how their particular identity works within this. 

Outcomes   
 

Knowledge and understanding – children, teachers and support staff involved will learn about archives, and Archives 
staff will learn how to engage children with their collection. 
 
Skills - the children will develop key skills in: accessing documents and using them for research; literacy, by 
interpreting and using the contents of documents; and life learning working in a team and being able to recognise 
each other’s talents. Archive staff will benefit from the skill-sharing opportunities that stem from partnership 
working, so developing their ability to work with children. 
 
Attitudes and values – children will see a value in what archives have to offer and their role in a democratic society. 
Their confidence in using source material will grow. Staff will appreciate the value of using archives to help users, 
including children, to consider life in their own community. 
 
Enjoyment, inspiration and enjoyment –children involved will be given the chance to belong to a different sort of 
group from that which they are part of in school. The children will enjoy being creative with archive collections.  
 
Learning – outreach using real documents will inspire young people to produce work that exceeds even their own 
expectations and provide a safe framework in which to take creative risks.  
 
Imagining – the project will encourage children to imagine the lives of others in times gone by.  



 
Legacy – seeing the finished creative work on site at GA. We are keen to explore – 
-  How to appeal to children 
-  Innovative ways of engaging children 
-  If what we do is sustainable and can be rolled out more widely 
-  The concept of a children’s archivist 
-  Pulling together all strands of work with children we do (i.e. Saturday afternoon events, crèche, children’s    
university, takeover day, class visits, MIRRA) and complete a thorough analysis. 
 

Participants  
Max 30 children (two groups of up to 15 children including pupil premium pupils) aged 9 – 11 years from a local 
primary school. 
 

Time allocated  
Research and preparation – 3 days  
Creative sessions – 12 half days  
Programme development – 1 day  
Fee - £3,600 
 
Start date to be agreed 
Completion by mid July 2020 
 

Essential skills  
- Must be a creative writer e.g. poet, playwright, fiction writer  
- Experience of working with children/young people in a school and/or a community setting 
 

Desirable 
- Experience of working in a heritage setting e.g. archive, museum, heritage site. 
 

Please note this post requires an enhanced DBS check. 
 
Kim Kenny (For the Record Project officer),  kim.kenny2@gloucestrehire.gov.uk  
Gloucestershire Archives, Clarence Row, Alvin St, Gloucestershire, GL1 3DW  
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