Data protection law: information about living individuals
Please be aware that if you are looking at documents less than 100 years old, they may  contain personal information about named individuals which is covered by the data protection legislation.  The legislation allows personal data about living individuals to be  consulted for archiving purposes and historical research, providing two conditions are met:

· The research will not be used to support measures or decisions relating to particular individuals
· The research will not cause, or be likely to cause, substantial distress to any living person who is the subject of the data
Please note that it is your responsibility to comply with these conditions when undertaking  research which involves personal data in records less than 100 years old 
